
NORTHFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Office of the Superintendent

Memorandum

TO: Board of Education
FROM: Matt Hillmann Ed.D., Superintendent
RE: Table File Items for September 23, 2024 Regular School Board Meeting

6. Consent Agenda
c. Financial Report. Director of Finance Mertesdorf requests the board approve paid bills totaling

$2,596,234.98, payroll checks totaling $3,503,055.05, a wire transfer totaling $350,000.00 from Frandsen
General to Frandsen Sweep, a wire transfer totaling $250,000.00 from Frandsen Sweep to Frandsen
General, and the financial reports for June 2024. At the end of June 2024 total cash and investments
amounted to $32,963,253.89.

e. Personnel Items
i. Appointments

15. Jennifer Bowens, Special Ed EA PCA for 6.5 hours/day and Gen Ed EA Supervision for .50
hours/day at the High School, beginning 9/26/2024. Step 4, $18.05/hour + prorated PCA
stipend. Salary subject to change upon settlement of the 2024-26 EA contract.

16. Correction: McKenzie Foley, 1.0 FTE Fourth Grade Teacher at Bridgewater, beginning
8/22/2024. BA, Step 6.

17. Estella Freeman, Instructor Lead with Community Ed Recreation, beginning
9/21/2024-5/31/2025. Step 2-$15.80/hr.

18. Aubree Klein, Instructor Assistant with Community Ed Recreation, beginning 9/28/2024 -
/31/2025. Step 4 - $15.28/hr.

19. Brennan Ludwig, 1.0 FTE Custodian Engineer at the High School, beginning 10/7/2024. Step
5-$29.06/hr. + $0.30/hr night lead stipend.

20. Kari Selchow, 1.0 FTE Long Term Substitute Grade 3 Teacher at Greenvale Park, beginning
9/23/2024-10/14/2024. Daily sub rate.

ii. Increase/Decrease/Change in Assignment
20. Jasmine Bos, Special Ed EA and KidVentures Site Assistant at Bridgewater/Greenvale Park, change to

Special Ed EA for 6.75 hours/day at Bridgewater, effective 9/23/2024.
21. Robyn Dietz, EA-Media Floater with the District, add Event Worker at the High School, effective

9/20/2024.
22. Kimberly Kohaut, Summer Site Leader with Community School, change to Community School Site

Lead for up to 30 hours/week at Greenvale Park, effective 8/12/2024.
23. Josh Spitzack, Teacher at the Middle School, add Assistant Boys Basketball Coach 9B at the High

School, effective 11/18/2024. $4,435 stipend.
24. Jade Suhsen, Early Childhood EA for 17.75 hours/week at the NCEC, change to Early Childhood EA

for 18 hours/week at the NCEC, effective 9/18/2024-6/6/2025.
25. Grace Swanson, Summer Site Leader with Community School, change to Community School Site

Lead for up to 30 hours/week at Bridgewater, effective 8/12/2024.
26. Mason Zick, PE Teacher at the Middle School, add Assistant Boys Basketball Coach at the High

School, effective 9/19/2024. $5,544 stipend.
iii. Leave of Absence
iv. Retirements/Resignations/Terminations

4. Jasmine Bos, KidVentures Site Assistant with Community Education, resignation effective
9/23/2024. Will continue as an EA.

5. Terry Jensen, EA at Greenvale Park, declined position effective 9/23/2024.

7. Items for Individual Action
c. Proposed 2024 Payable 2025 Preliminary Property Tax Levy. The tax impact document associated

with the Proposed 2024 Payable 2025 Preliminary Property Tax Levy is included in the table file. Also
included is an updated presentation slide deck.













Preliminary Levy Certification
Pay 2025
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VISION
We prepare every student 

for lifelong success by 
developing critical thinkers 
who are curious and ready 
to engage in our society.



What is the levy? What does it do for us?

● Provides 27% of our general 
fund budget

● Restricted to voter approved 
levies or state-authorized 
levies

● MN Department of Education 
computes the levy limits for 
each district

● Provides the revenue to pay 
our debt service obligations

● Allows the district to prepare 
every student!
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Truth in Taxation Timeline
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Send levy 
info to 

County & 
MDE (Sept 

30)

County 
prepares tax 
statements

County mails 
statement to 

taxpayers 
(November)

TNT Meeting, 
Board certifies 
final Pay 2025 
Levy (Dec 9)

County 
prepares 2025 

property tax 
statements

TNT = Truth in Taxation
MDE = MN Department of Education



Tax Levy and Budget Timing
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Pay 2025
Levy Year | January 2025 – December 2025

Pay 2025
Budget Year | July 2025 – June 2026

January 2025               Levy Year                 December 2025

***Pay 2025 includes adjustments from previous years (up to three years)***

July 2025                    Budget Year                   June 2026
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Debt Service, 
$3,226,121 

Community 
Education, 
$412,776 

Referendum, 
$8,868,115 

Capital Projects 
Levy, $2,122,886 

State Authorized, 
$7,207,065 

General Fund, 
$18,198,066 

2024 Pay 2025 Levy

Debt Service Community Education Referendum Capital Projects Levy State Authorized
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Notable Changes
● Capital Projects Levy – Voter 

approved, calculated at 4.7% 
of the district’s net tax 
capacity

● Other Post Employment 
Benefits – state authorized 
levy, increase is related to 
severance payment 
($426,756 in FY24)

● Long Term Facilities 
Maintenance – state 
authorized levy, decrease is 
due to change in aid/levy 
ratio - $443k will be state aid 
for Pay25. (Pay24 was $52k 
for comparison)

● Adjustments – Pay24 was 
significant due to 
conservative enrollment 
estimates during the 
pandemic
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Questions?
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Thank you!



Northfield Public School District No. 659

Tax Levy Information
1.  Total Certified Levy Spread on RMV 12,744,472 12,483,532 -260,940
2.  General Fund Levy Spread on NTC 5,470,326 5,749,004 278,678
3.  Community Service Fund Levy 385,060 412,762 27,702
4.  General Debt Service Levy 3,346,396 3,226,121 -120,274
5.  OPEB Debt Service Levy 0 0 0
6.  Total Certified Levy 21,946,253 -0.3% 21,871,419 -74,834

Fiscal Disparities Adjustment to Levy
7.  RMV-Based Levies 39,306 39,306 0
8.  General Debt Service 12,031 12,031 0
9.  Other NTC-Based Levies 21,051 21,051 0

10.  Total Fiscal Disparities Adjustment 72,388 72,388 0

Summary of Adjusted Levies
11.  RMV-Based Levies 12,705,166 12,444,226 -260,940
12.  General Debt Service 3,334,365 3,214,090 -120,274
13.  Other NTC-Based Levies 5,834,335 6,140,715 306,380
14.  Total Adjusted Levies 21,873,865 21,799,031 -74,834

Property Value Information
15.  RMV Used to Calculate Rate 3,662,180,500 4.1% 3,813,119,894 150,939,394
16.  NTC Used to Calculate Rate 45,000,419 3.0% 46,348,181 1,347,762

Actual and Estimated Tax Rates
17.  RMV Rate (#11/#15) 0.34693% 0.32635% -0.02058%
18.  NTC Debt Rate (#12/#16) 7.410% 6.935% -0.475%
19.  NTC Other Rate (#13/#16) 12.965% 13.249% 0.284%

Key Assumptions:
Preliminary Pay 2025 RMV is estimated to change by 4.12% and NTC by 2.99% as compared to taxes payable 
2024.

September 19, 2024
Property Tax Levy and Rate Summary, Taxes Payable in 2024 and 2025

Certified Levy 
Payable in 2024

Proposed Levy 
Payable in 2025 Change

Tax Comparison Pay 24 to 25 (V4).Northfield



Northfield Public School District No. 659
Property Taxes - Actual for Payable 2024 and Estimates for Payable 2025

RMV-Based Levies $12,705,166 $12,444,226 -$260,940 -2.05%
NTC-Debt Service $3,334,365 $3,214,090 -$120,274 -3.61%

Other NTC-Based Levies $5,834,335 $6,140,715 $306,380 5.25%
Totals $21,873,865 $21,799,031 -$74,834 -0.34%

$100,000 $493 $452 -$41 -8.3%
150,000 778 726 -52 -6.7%
200,000 1,062 999 -63 -5.9%
250,000 1,347 1,272 -75 -5.6%
300,000 1,631 1,545 -86 -5.3%
350,000 1,916 1,818 -98 -5.1%
400,000 2,200 2,091 -109 -5.0%
450,000 2,478 2,365 -113 -4.6%
500,000 2,753 2,638 -115 -4.2%
600,000 3,355 3,220 -135 -4.0%
800,000 4,558 4,377 -181 -4.0%
$100,000 $653 $629 -$24 -3.7%
250,000 1,733 1,674 -59 -3.4%
500,000 3,619 3,499 -120 -3.3%
750,000 5,505 5,324 -181 -3.3%

1,000,000 7,391 7,149 -242 -3.3%
$200,000 $1,203 $1,157 -$46 -3.8%
500,000 3,008 2,893 -115 -3.8%

1,000,000 6,016 5,786 -230 -3.8%
2,000,000 12,032 11,573 -459 -3.8%
$5,000 $3.80 $3.83 $0.03 0.8%
6,000 4.56 4.60 0.04 0.9%
7,000 5.32 5.37 0.05 0.9%

$5,000 $7.59 $7.66 $0.07 0.9%
6,000 9.11 9.20 0.09 1.0%
7,000 10.63 10.73 0.10 0.9%

Key Assumptions:
1.    

2.    

3.    
*

**

Preliminary Pay 2025 RMV is estimated to change by 4.12% and NTC by 2.99% as compared to taxes payable 2024.

Assumes no change in the value of individual parcels of property from 2024 to 2025 taxes. If the value of a parcel changed, the change in 
taxes will be different than shown above.

Taxes payable in 2025 are based on latest estimates of proposed levy, as of the date above.

For agricultural property, estimates above are based on the average value per acre of agricultural land and buildings. The estimated tax 
impact includes a 70% reduction on the portion attributable to school debt taxes due to the School Building Bond Agricultural Credit. The 
house, garage, and one acre of land (HGA) would pay taxes at the same rate as residential homestead property. For property owners with 
greater than $3.5 million of agricultural homestead land and buildings, a portion of the property will be taxed according to the higher non-
homestead rate.

The Homestead Market Value Exclusion was modified starting with 2024 assessments (taxes payable in 2025) during Minnesota's 2023 
legislative session. The change provides additional property tax relief for residential homestead properties with a value greater than $76,000 
and less than $517,200.

September 19, 2024

Actual Taxes 
Payable in 

2024

Preliminary 
Estimate of 

Taxes Payable
 in 2025

Estimated 
Change in 

Annual Taxes

Estimated % 
Change

Type of Property Estimated
Market Value Estimated Annual School District Property Taxes *

Commercial/
Industrial

Apartments

Agricultural Homestead
(dollars per acre) **

Agricultural Non-
Homestead

(dollars per acre) **

Residential
Homestead

Tax Comparison Pay 24 to 25 (V4).Northfield


	Tax Comparison Pay 24 to 25 - Northfield.pdf
	Levy Summary (Proposed)
	TaxImpact (Proposed)




