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Grade 5 

Strand 1:  Artistic Foundations 
Standard 1:  Demonstrate knowledge of the foundations of the art area. 

1 
Melody  

2 
Rhythm 

Benchmarks: 
The student will: 

1. Describe the elements of music including melody, rhythm, harmony, dynamics, tone color, texture, form and their related concepts. 
2. Describe how the elements and related concepts, such as pitch, tempo, canon, and ABA are used in the performance, creation and response to music. 
3. Identify the characteristics of a variety of genres and musical styles, such as march, taiko, mariachi, and classical. 

• Staff 
• Measure 
• Bar line 
• Double bar 
• Repeat sign 
• 1st and 2nd endings 
• DC al Fine 
• Coda 
• Phrase 
• Theme and 

variations 
• Round 
• March 
 

• Monophonic 
• Solo 
• Full Band 
  

• Blend 
• Intonation 
• Phrase 
• Breath support 
• Stroke 

(percussion) 
• Posture 
• Embouchure  

• Forte 
• Mezzo forte 
• Mezzo piano 
• Piano 
• Crescendo 
• Decrescendo 
• Diminuendo  

• Intervals 
• Chord 
• Duet 
• Trio 
• Intonation 
• Ensemble 
• Arpeggio  

• Beat 
• Pulse 
• Measure 
• Meter/time 

signature 
• Whole note/rest 
• Half note/rest 
• Quarter note/rest 
• Eighth note/rest 
• Dotted half note 
• Dotted quarter 

note 
• Tempo 
• Fermata 
• Pick up notes 
• 4/4, C, 2/4, 3/4  
• Tie 
• Multiple measure 

rest 

• Staff lines and 
spaces 

• Treble clef 
• Bass clef 
• Note names 
• Sharp 
• Flat 
• Natural 
• Key signature 
• Accidental 
• Accidental 

measure rule 
• Interval 
• Half step 
• Unison 
• Octave 
• Melodic phrase 
• Scales Bb, F, Eb 
• Chromatic notes 
• Enharmonic notes 

3 
Harmony

4 
Dynamics 

5 
Tone Color 

6 
Texture 

7 
Form 
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Grade 5 

Strand I:  Artistic Foundations 
Standard 2:  Demonstrate knowledge and use of the technical skills of the art form integrating technology when applicable. 

Benchmarks: 
The student will: 

1. Read and notate music using the standard notation such as quarter, half, and eighth notes and rests; the lines and spaces of the treble clef, and time signatures. 
2. Sing and play alone and in a group demonstrating proper posture, breathing, technique, age appropriate tone quality and expressive intent. 

• Note names 
• Rhythmic counting 
• Rhythmic notation 
• Melodic phrase construction 

8 
Read and Notate 

10 
Technology 
Resources 

• Posture 
• Breathing 
• Embouchure 
• Hand position 
• Foot tap beat 
• Count rhythms 
• Write out rhythmic counts 
• Intonation 
• Articulation 

• Smart Music 

9 
Pedagogy 

(Tone Production, Articulation, 
And Intonation) 
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Grade 5 

Strand I:  Artistic Foundations 
Standard 3:  Demonstrate understanding of the personal, social, cultural, and historical contexts that influence the art areas. 

Benchmarks: 
The student will: 

1. Describe the cultural and historical traditions of music including the contributions of Minnesota American Indian tribes and communities. 
2. Describe how music communicates meaning. 

• Folk songs 
− America 
− Other countries 

• Marches 
• Military songs 
• School songs 
• Ceremonial songs 
• Religious songs 
• Entertainment/pop songs 

11 
Cultural and 

Historical Contexts 

Historical: 
Historical/period music will be connected to social and political events 
corresponding to the music 
 
Science: 
The science of sound production and resulting timbre and pitch 
 
Mathematics: 
The meter, rhythmic construction and form 
 
 

12 
Arts Connections 
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Grade 5 

Strand II:  Create/Make 
Standard 1:  Create/make in a variety of contexts in the art area using the artistic foundations. 

Benchmarks: 
The student will: 

1. Improvise and compose rhythms, melodies, and accompaniments using voice or instruments to express a specific musical idea. 
2. Revise creative work based on feedback of others and self-reflection. 

• Rhythmic improvisation using one or two notes 
 
 

13 
Improvise 

15 
Revise 

• Construct single line melodies up to four measures long in 
one meter using a varied rhythmic pattern and three or 
more pitches 

• Listen to and critique other students’ compositions 

• Revise created improvisations and compositions based on 
the critique of others 

14 
Compose 
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Grade 5 

Strand III:  Perform/Present 
Standard 1:  Perform/Present in a variety of contexts in the art area using the artistic foundations. 

Benchmarks: 
The student will: 

3. Sing alone and in groups such as rounds and part songs or play instruments alone and in a group. 
4. Revise performance based on the feedback of others and self-reflection. 

• Folk songs 
− American 
− Other countries 

• Marches 
• Military songs 
• School songs 
• Ceremonial songs 
• Religious songs 
• Entertainment/pop songs 
• Skills/challenge songs 

16 
Repertoire  

(List) 

• Blend 
• Balance 
• Rhythmic accuracy 
• Note accuracy 
• Intonation 
• Listen to and contribute to performance sound/output 

17 
Rehearsal and 

Performance Feedback 



  - 6- 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            Northfield Public Schools 
                            Updated:  11/11/08 

Grade 5 

Strand 1V:  Respond/Critique 
Standard 1:  Respond to and critique a variety of creations or performances using the artistic foundations. 

Benchmarks: 
The student will: 

1.  Justify personal interpretations and reactions to a variety of musical works or performances. 

Listen to and critique performance techniques including style, dynamics, tone color, technique, form and expression. 

18 
Listening (Lists) 

(+ Description of Characteristics) 


