
NHS German Scope and Sequence  
 

 
Level 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 Unit 7  Unit 8 

 
German 1 

Topics/ 
Vocabulary  

You, me, us 
Colors, Numbers, 
German Art 

Hobbies, Sport, 
Instruments 

Houses, Films, 
Books 

Family 
 

School and 
Classroom, Time 

Months, Weather, 
Seasons, Holidays, 
Food 

Chores Clothing and Money 

Presentational 
Communication 
 
Spoken/Written  
Number of Sentences 

5 6 8 10 12 13 14 15 

 
Interpersonal Communication 
 
Spoken/Written 

Was ist das? 
Wie geht’s? 
Wie heißt du? 
Wie alt bist du? 
Wo spricht man 
Deutsch? 
Was ist deine 
Lieblingsfarbe? 

Was machst du gern? 
Was spielst du gern? 
Wann hast du 
Geburtstag? 
Spielst du ein 
Instrument? 
Spielst du ein Sport? 

Wo wohnst du? 
Wie sieht dein 
Traumhaus aus? 
Was hast du in 
deinem Traumhaus? 
Was für Filme siehst 
du gern? 
Was für Bücher liest 
du gern?  Warum? 

Wer ist das? 
Hast du einen 
Bruder/Schwester? 
Wie viele Schwester/Brüder 
hast du? 
Wie alt ist deine Schwester? 
Wie alt ist dein Bruder? 
Hat er braune Haare? 

Wie spät ist es? 
Wie findest du das? 
Wann hast du Mathe? 
Hast du Mathe gern? 
Was ist dein 
Lieblingsfach? 

Wann hast du 
Geburtstag? 
Ist das für mich? 
Was ist dein 
Lieblingsmonat?  
Warum? 
Wie ist das Wetter? 
Ist es Sonnig?   

Was musst du zu 
Hause tun? 
Machst du das gern? 
Was müssen deine 
Eltern tun? 
Was muss dein Bruder 
tun? 
Wer macht mehr? 

Welche Farbe ist das? 
Wie viel kostet das? 
Ist das teuer? 
Was hat er an? 
Wie findest du das? 

 
Interpretive 
Communication 
 

Audio/ 
Visual 

LOGO News, 
other kids shows 
Student 
presentations 

LOGO News, other 
kids shows 
Student presentations 

LOGO News, 
other kids shows 
Student 
presentations 

LOGO News, 
other kids shows 
Student presentations 

LOGO News, 
other kids shows 
Student 
presentations 

LOGO News, 
other kids shows 
Student 
presentations 

LOGO News, 
other kids shows 
Student 
presentations 

LOGO News, 
other kids shows 
Student 
presentations 

Written Mini- 
biographies 

Hobbies, favorites 
Fairy Tale: 
Rumpelstiltskin 

House descriptions Family descriptions 
Fairy Tale: 
Rapunzel 

Schedule 
descriptions 

Fairy Tale: 
Cinderella 

Emails Monster 
descriptions 
Fairy Tale: 
Hans in Luck 

 
Language Structures/  
Writing Conventions 

der, die, das 
ie, ei 
ß,ü,ö,ä 

Regular verbs Irregular verbs 
Separable prefix 
verbs, Possessive 
adjectives 

More verbs,  
incl. to be 
Nominative and 
Accusative articles / 
pronouns 

nicht/kein 
gern 
Verb 2nd position 
Questions 
Time 
 

Accusative 
prepositions 
Dates  

Modal verbs 
Verb at the end 
More separable 
prefix verbs 

Imperative 
doch 
Plural nouns and 
verbs 
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Level Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 Unit 7  Unit 8 

German 2 Topics Travel Stories Childhood stories Food! 
 

Sophie Scholl 
 

German Art Geography of 
Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland 

Picture Book: The 
Trip to Panama by 
Janosch 

Film: Short Films 

Presentational Communication 
Spoken/Written  
Number of Sentences 

10 10 12 12 15 15 18 18 

 
Interpersonal Communication 
Spoken/Written 

Wer bist du? 
Was machst du gern? 
Was hast du 
gemacht? 
Wo warst du? 
Wie? 
Wann? 
Warum? 

Wo warst du? 
Wer war da? 
Was ist passiert? 
Wann ist das passiert? 
Wie ist es passiert? 
Warum ist es passiert? 
Hast du einen Hund? 

Was isst du gern? 
Was isst man in 
Deutschland? 
Was hat her gegessen? 
Was hat sie gekocht? 
Was mochten Sie 
essen? 
Was kannst du 
kochen? 
Wie macht man das? 
 

Wer war Sophie Scholl?  
Was hat sie gemacht? 
Wo wohnte sie? 
Wie hat sie das gemacht? 
Warum hat sie das gemacht? 
Was war die weisse Rose? 
Warum haben sie das 
gemacht? 

Wie findest du das? 
Welches Bild findest du 
schöner? 
Warum? 
Welches Bild findest du 
am schönsten? 
Warum? 
Was ist besser x oder 
y? 
Was kannst du besser 
als anderen? 

Wo ist Deutschland? 
Wo ist die Schweiz? 
Wo ist Österreich? 
Was sind die 
Hauptstädte? 
Möchtest du dahin 
reisen?  Wo genau?  
Warum? 
Wie heißt ist das größte 
Berg in (Deutschland, 
Österreich, der 
Schwiez)? 

Wo wohnen Tiger und 
Bär? 
Wie komme ich dahin? 
Wer sind Bär und 
Tiger? 
Was war ihre Idee? 
Was haben sie 
gemacht? 
Wie haben sie es 
gemacht? 
Warum haben sie es 
gemacht? 
Wo möchtest du reisen?  
Warum? 

Wer ist der 
Protagonist? 
Wer ist der 
Gegenspieler? 
Was ist passiert? 
Wo spielt der Film? 
Wann spielt der Film? 
Wie findest du den 
Film? 

Interpretive 
Communication 

Audio/ 
Visual 

Authentic German 
news, shows, 
music, student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
student presentations 
 

Authentic German 
news, shows, 
music, student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
student presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
student 
presentations 

Written Travel stories Fairy Tale: 
Rumpelstiltskin 

Recipes 
Menus 
 

Sophie Scholl, Die 
Weisse Rose 
Fairy Tale: 
Rapunzel 
 

Artist biographies Fairy Tale: 
Cinderella 

Picture Book: The 
Trip to Panama by 
Janosch 

Fairy Tale: 
Hans in Luck 

Language Structures/  
Writing Conventions 

Regular past tense 
kennen/wissen 

Irregular past tense 
Accusative case 
articles, pronouns, 
prepositions 

More past tense 
Connecting words 
- first, then, after 
that, lastly 
Verb second 
Imperative 

Past tense of modal 
verbs 
 
dieser words 

Comparative and 
superlative 
Subordinate clauses 
with dass (that) 

Dative case 
Subordinate clauses 
with weil (because) 
wer-wen-wem 

Dativ 
Subordinate clauses 
with weil (because) 
wer-wen-wem 

Past tense review 
Subordinate clause 
review 
Nominative, 
Accusative, Dative 
Future tense 
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Level Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 Unit 7  Unit 8 

German 3 Topics Audio play: Erik 
has disappeared! 

Novel: 
Sophie Scholl by Achim 
Seiffarth  

Sickness, Injury, 
Doctor 
 

What is culture?  What is 
German culture? 

Geography 
German-speaking 
Cities and States 

Advertising Novel: 
I am just the dog here 
by Jutta Richter 

Film: Run, Lola 
Run!! 

Presentational Communication 
Spoken/Written  
Number of Sentences 

15 15 15 18 20 22 24 25 

Interpersonal Communication 
Spoken/Written 

Wer bist du? 
Was machst du gern? 
Was hast du im 
Sommer gemacht? 
Wer ist Erich? 
Was ist passiert? 
Wo ist es passiert? 
Wann ist es passiert? 
Wie ist es passiert? 

Wer war Sophie Scholl?  
Was hat sie gemacht? 
Wo wohnte sie? 
Wie hat sie das gemacht 
Warum hat sie das 
gemacht? 
 

Was ist los? 
Hast du dich verletzt? 
Wo tut es weh? 
Haben Sie 
Schmerzen? 
Haben Sie einen 
Fieber? 
Haben Sie eine 
Versicherungskarte? 
Haben Sie einen 
Termin? 

Wo wohnst du? 
Woher kommst du? 
Welche Sprache sprichst du? 
Welche Sprachen spricht 
man in Deutschland? 
Was ist Einwanderung? 
Welche Religionen haben 
Menschen in Deutschland?   
Was ist “deutsche Kultur?” 
Was ist in deiner Kultur 
wichtig? 

Wo liegt dein Stadt 
(bzw. Land, Region)? 
Wie sieht der 
Landschaft dort aus? 
Was kann man da 
machen? 
Welche berümte 
Gebäude gibt es? 
Was ist da in der 
Geschichte passiert? 
 

 
Scaffolded 
Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the 
AP German 
Language and 
Culture exam 
rubric 

 
Scaffolded 
Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the 
AP German 
Language and 
Culture exam 
rubric 
 

 
Scaffolded 
Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the 
AP German 
Language and 
Culture exam 
rubric 
 

Interpretive 
Communication 

Audio/ 
Visual 

Audio play: Erik 
has disappeared! 
Authentic German 
news, shows, 
music, student 
presentations, 
Video Series - 
Berlin, Berlin! 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
student 
presentations, 
 
Video Series - Berlin, 
Berlin! 

Authentic German 
news, shows, 
music, student 
presentations,  
 
Videos for 
newcomers to 
Germany 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
student presentations, 
 
Video Series - Berlin, 
Berlin! 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
student 
presentations, 
 
Video Series - 
Berlin, Berlin! 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
student 
presentations, 
 
Video Series - 
Berlin, Berlin! 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
student 
presentations, 
 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
student 
presentations, 
 
Film: Run, Lola 
Run!! 

Written Audio play: Erik 
has disappeared! 
Written activities 
for video Series - 
Berlin, Berlin! 

Novel: 
Sophie Scholl by Achim 
Seiffarth  
Written activities for 
video Series - Berlin, 
Berlin! 
Fairy Tale: 
Rumpelstiltskin 

Written activities 
for video Series - 
Berlin, Berlin! 
 
Short Story: 
Heinrich Böll, 
Wanderer du kommst 
nach Spa 

Diagram - Culture as an 
iceberg 
Written activities for 
video Series - Berlin, 
Berlin! 
Fairy Tale: 
Rapunzel 

Websites about 
German 
cities/states 
Written activities 
for video Series - 
Berlin, Berlin! 

German 
Advertisements 
Fairy Tale: 
Cinderella 
 
Poem: Goethe 
Wanderers Nachtlied 

Novel: 
I am just the dog here 
by Jutta Richter 

Fairy Tale: 
Hans in Luck 

Language Structures/Writing 
Conventions 

Review past tense 
subordinate clauses 
als, wenn, wann 

Review dative and 
accusative case 
prepositions and 
imperative 

Reflexive verbs 
Genitive case  
(last one) 
 

Review comparative and 
superlative 
More reflexive verbs 

Adjective endings Compounds with da 
and wo 

Review all grammar - 
tenses, cases 

Subjunctive 1 and 2 
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Level Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 Unit 7  Unit 8 

German 4/5  
Year 1 

Topics German Media: 
Refugee crisis in 
Europe 

Classic Literature: 
Wilhelm Tell in 
literature and history 

German Poetry 
before Goethe 
 

Novel: The Flying 
Classroom by Erich 
Kästner 
 

German 
Discoveries and 
Inventions  
(pre-1945) 

German Art & 
History 

Film: Goodbye 
Lenin! 

Switzerland, Vienna, 
and Berlin (Carleton 
collaborative 
project) 
Travelling and 
Studying in Europe 

Presentational Communication 
Spoken/Written Number of Sentences 

25+ 25+ 25+ 25+ 25+ 25+ 25+ 25+ 

Interpersonal Communication 
Spoken/Written 

Scaffolded 
Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the 
AP German 
Language and 
Culture exam 
rubric 

Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the AP 
German Language 
and Culture exam 
rubric 

Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the 
AP German 
Language and 
Culture exam 
rubric 

Fishbowl Dialog-Debate 
graded according to the 
AP German Language 
and Culture exam rubric 

Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the AP 
German Language 
and Culture exam 
rubric 

Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the AP 
German Language 
and Culture exam 
rubric 

Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the AP 
German Language 
and Culture exam 
rubric 

Online conversation 
with Carleton 
students 

Interpretive 
Communication 

Audio/ 
Visual 

Authentic German 
news, shows, 
music, websites, 
student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
websites, student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, 
music, websites, 
student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
websites, student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
websites, student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
websites, student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
websites, student 
presentations 
Guest speaker 
Film: Goodbye 
Lenin! 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
websites, student 
presentations 
 

Written German language 
newspapers (via 
Internet) 

Wilhelm Tell by 
Friedrich Schiller 
 
A Short History of 
Switzerland 
 
German websites 

Selection of 
German poetry 
(see syllabus) 

Novel: The Flying 
Classroom by Erich 
Kästner 

German websites 
about inventions 
and discoveries 
 
Teacher created 
materials 

German websites 
about art, artists, 
and history in 
German-speaking 
Europe 

History of the 
German Democratic 
Republic 

German websites 
for researching 
travel and study in 
German-speaking 
Europe 

Language Structures/Writing 
Conventions 

Review as needed Review as needed Review as needed Review as needed Review as needed Review as needed Review as needed Review as needed 
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Level Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 Unit 7  Unit 8 

German 4/5  
Year 2 

Topics German Media: 
Europe? 

Sophie Scholl City Poetry 
 

Novel: Tschick  by 
Wolfgang Herrndorf 

German 
Discoveries and 
Inventions  
(post-1945) 

German 
Architecture & 
History 

Film: Comedian 
Harmonists 

Independent 
research projects 

Presentational Communication 
Spoken/Written  
Number of Sentences 

25+ 25+ 25+ 25+ 25+ 25+ 25+ 25+ 

Interpersonal Communication 
Spoken/Written 

Scaffolded 
Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the 
AP German 
Language and 
Culture exam 
rubric 

Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the AP 
German Language 
and Culture exam 
rubric 

Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the 
AP German 
Language and 
Culture exam 
rubric 

Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the AP 
German Language 
and Culture exam 
rubric 

Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the AP 
German Language 
and Culture exam 
rubric 

Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the AP 
German Language 
and Culture exam 
rubric 

Fishbowl Dialog-
Debate graded 
according to the 
AP German 
Language and 
Culture exam rubric 

Online 
conversation with 
Carleton students 

Interpretive 
Communication 

Audio/ 
Visual 

Authentic German 
news, shows, 
music, websites, 
student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
websites, student 
presentations 

Authentic 
German news, 
shows, music, 
websites, student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
websites, student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
websites, student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, music, 
websites, student 
presentations 

Authentic German 
news, shows, 
music, websites, 
student 
presentations 
Film: Goodbye 
Lenin! 

Authentic German 
news, shows, 
music, websites, 
student 
presentations 
 

Written German language 
newspapers (via 
Internet) 

Novel Sophie Scholl 
und die Weisse Rose 
 
Original documents 
from the White 
Rose 

Selection of 
German poetry 
(see syllabus) 

Novel: Tschick  by 
Wolfgang Herrndorf 

German websites 
about inventions 
and discoveries 
 
Teacher created 
materials 

German websites 
about architecture 
and history in 
German-speaking 
Europe 

History of WWII German websites 
for researching 
travel and study in 
German-speaking 
Europe 

Language Structures/Writing 
Conventions 

Review as needed Review as needed Review as needed Review as needed Review as needed Review as needed Review as needed Review as needed 
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